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reverse transcriptase, hTERT) i (DNAzyme, Dz) {HEETE A V4-2-Dz ZE RSN F1 T8 41 ML N A 4 RNA )
FEME, AL A R IR ORI, . F7iE Mifold PUE TN V4-2-Dz [ — 24, i RS MIIFI S8 V4-2-Dz A1 E
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hESES 0522, Q523

i E B (DNAzyme, Dz) & EAHEALTE I
i) FBE DNA, X DNA F RNA 254y 1 H A = s
fRiGPEMEs /AN gE S . AR, T A
g (¥ o FHATF T B B R, I AUl nT ke T AR
YL R4S . DNA B RNA 241 F1%FE 0 . Wik fn
LR AL S DR T HAEZ Fa T Azl T
o 10-23 70 R AU A% it Hhy — Ak e c AT AN L
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TR AT L SRR R ) S AR A A
TR ZRAEAUR LG, RIGUREEH h )38 B Bt
5 MR Al R T B R MUCT &R 455, ATR
PEHERE A AR EERG BIAIN , DASE I BE A
PERYIERITOER 1. AT AR, e ) 240 o B 2
FUSTREST: . R8O A5 0 SR B (06, 3 i
BCAR s s R A E A7 B Tl E AR A 5 it
AR R) i

VASN & [ (vasorin) & —Ffr L A8 (1% T AU i 2
F, TERAERA e s, e IR A rh ik
ik, ATDUMES — R B TR A e s 1 34T
AT A I 2CE £ B 3 R F VB 4L (systematic
evolution of ligands by exponential enrichment,
SELEX) i AR e 5] VASN 5 A (1 FE A% BRI it
TR VA2, JF % B0 EA 5 20 i sk 2% 1 v e, A
1M V4-2 B Al A g ik ik A o

Uik R 22 A I A R b ik, EAE
L R )30 27 S P R TR A T B T T
Ui AL ik A JLAR2E 23 v, SR it 300 % SR (human
telomerase reverse transcriptase, hTERT) {W7E
ARk, R R AR A R SRR T FRAT
HH AT & B, 10-23 Y3 40 A% T B 06 L2 1] [ ik
hTERT mRNA, . 25 FE AR i 98 200 i A549 sk

B 1 N IAS ISR AZ IR PIE 1A V4-2 5 Sk
it 10-23 R4 i S8 1 Dz 3% 4%, BB 4% 1 Dz 1 5
Ui 5 V4-2 1) 3 AL S IR Y) V4-2-Dz, Kl o3
BTS00 1 D10 008 P R 35 T 40 L P A S
IFIUE T R AR A, LAY B S A% Tt ) i
38 RN AT A S

1 #R5AE®

11w

MR HepG2 A1 IE & JH40 i L02 A 5K
%17 ; DMEM B FRHEN T Gibeo 4w 5 i
il (fetal bovine serum) ) F PAN-biotech /4
Al VRS B R R S AR R B A5 = 1 Tkl
A AR ] 5 PCREEE T TOYOBO A5 T7
RGN SR & . qPCR [l F ThermoFisher 23 7] ;
RNA $# U F Trizol W F Sigma /A ] 5 % ik 7
& T Genstar 24 7] 5 3 E I 014 50 & W T
Promega /A ] ; StarStain Red #% iR 44 B T Genstar
cwl s MTT R & B b ke (dbat)
AT, PCREIY . Dz, V42, V4-2-Dz, 5%
PRICZ L E (FAM) #) Dz, V4-2, V4-2-Dz & Al
¥ B A T AR TRA AR S8, P95 B
R 1R,

Table 1 DNAzyme, aptamer and primer sequences

Name Sequence (5'>3")
Dz ACTTGCTGAGGCTAGCTACAACGAGAAATGGGA
V4-2 AGCAGCACAGAGGTCAGATGGTGGCTGGTGATGGGGGGCTGTATGCTGGTGTTGTATTGCCCTATGCGTGCTA
CCGTGAA
V4-2-Dz AGCAGCACAGAGGTCAGATGGTGGCTGGTGATGGGGGGCTGTATGCTGGTGTTGTATTGCCCTATGCGTGCTA
CCGTGAAACTTGCTGAGGCTAGCTACAACGAGAAATGGGA
hTERT F1 TGTAATACGACTCACTATAGGGTGATTTCTTGTTGGTGACAC
hTERT R1 GGATGGTCTTGAAGTCTGAG
hTERT F2 (qPCR) GGTCTTGCGGCTGAAGTGTCA
hTERT R2 (qPCR)  GGTTCTTCCAAACTTGCTGATGAAATG

TTCAGGTTTACTCACGTCATCC
CCAAATGCGGCATCTTCAAACC

B-Actin F (qPCR)
B-Actin R (qPCR)

1.2 Ak
1.2 4ifEkisE

HepG2 1 LO2 20 135 5% T 54 10% JIG 2 1035
1x10° U/L ¥ %5 2 F4iE 55 % 1) DMEM & B 1% 57 it
i, BT 37°C. 5% CO,AfussFephssse,
AR . TR K i 1 7
S

1.2.2 (ARHNEE S5 iR 64 AL I ZEh TERT RNA
B

14 Trizol PRI HepG2 A ILEL RNA., HFHLRA%
5% cDNA, LI SR Dz (900 3 45y vt
7+ hTERT L N iiF PCR 514 hTERT F1 f hTERT
R1, LUESIY) SUmiEHE TT R 871951, 4 PCRY”
B4 WUhTERT DNA 1 B, [l 3874 . LLtE
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PCR =Wy iR, FIFH T7 M S0 & ik 4744
HhEE S, alifk BT RNA, 35k 15 s il e 1k 7 i
hTERT RNA B,
1.2.3 3B M A A% Bl AR IR 400 % S I RINA 7 14 471
e

B BRI SN 45 8] 19 hTERT RNA 5 il 4801
fiti Dz, Y V4-2-Dz 15 & SEAT IR Y0 VI E) 525
B 5 ul 100 nmol/L Dz &, V4-2-Dz, 5 pl 10 umol/L
hTERT RNA 5 10 pl 2> §)#1 2% #f ik (50 mmol/L
Tris-HCI pH7.5. 10 mmol/L MgCl,, 150 mmol/L
NaCl, 0.01% SDS) &%), 37°C/r5liis 10, 30,
60, 120, 180 min, #Z&1k& N5 R 6% B HEE N
SO I e IS P UK o3 BS DD P21, AR el e o UL
Dz. V4-2-Dz %f hTERT RNA Ay ¥ E4E H . &
Image JAF5HT 55 I BEAE, VIRIE o3 b= (525%
YL W 4 K A/ B AL B 45 IR ) x
100%.
1.2.4 G YR A ARSI SEAZ -5 A0 45

¥ FAM #3iC () Dz, V4-2, V4-2-Dz % fit T
DEPC /K, JIAMEE ZZohi (1xPBS, 1 mmol/L
MgCl,, 1 g/L ytRNA), Z¥RE RS umol/L, FY
HepG2 #fi }fd 5 L02 4 }fd T 37°C ¥ & 60 min,
2 000 r/min &>, 3 LW, A 350 ul 1xPBS-
1 mmol/L MgCL, F A, it =AM AA I 41 ffg o
e A, A Flowjo 3 {443 7 H 5 i i i 25 5
T
1.2.5  POCHRFEAG I AL S A A 45 A

¥ FAM #3iC ) Dz, V4-2. V4-2-Dz & fit T
DEPC /K™, IMAMEZ i (1xPBS, 1 mmol/L
MgCl,, 1 g/L ytRNA), ZREEH S umol/L, 5%
T fE LB A5 /N LA 19 HepG2 4 i T 37°C AL [F] i &
60 min, W3 FiE5, H 1xPBS-1 mmol/L MgCl, 7%
VE2 W5, A 100 pl 1xPBS-1 mmol/L MgCl,, &
AR I T WS4
1.2.6  SZ R 2¢ )% %E 7 PCR  (real time quantitative
PCR, RT-qPCR) #iMlmRNAZKF-ZE4k,

¥ HepG2 41 il $i¢ 2.5%10* 41 Jitl /AL 4% #0 T 48 4L
Mo, FRAnmG 2 70% i 4y, 78R AR TC I i
SN YL I AL, ZOREESN 5 umol/L, 6 hE
T 10% I 3% ) DMEM 85 35 3 rh gk 2 5 Uy
48 h G A4, $RIAS FLAIM RNA, #E1TRNA
W S I RT-qPCR,  B-actin kP9 2 He 4 41 it v
hTERT &R )55, H 2722905 B4 mRNA A%}

ikt
1.2.7  MTTJ5 A0 40 s 5

W5 HepG2 2 i 4 18 8x10° 2 Jid /AL 322 Fh T 96 4L
M, TETCHAT Z5AF T 4304 2 B 4 12.5 pmol/L
) Dz, V4-2. V4-2-Dz 541EILFIBEF, 6 h/5hn
A 1% IfiL i /Y DMEM Ki 32 34k 2 15 5%, 4000 T
18, 36, 54. 72 h A MTT A, 7E 7K 450 nm
BRI (4) fH.
1.2.8  Hdlisrr

S KU 48 % FH GraphPad Prism 8.0 45443 #r
PRI A LU AR ek 0, 22 2485008 L 35K FH One-
way ANOVA K5, DL P<0.05i\ k2257 BA S it

2 g R

2.1 VASNERIE B 5 im bl B 13 4% R B A S A% R
1BEY (V4—2-Dz) — 2Rt

] FH Mfold [ 3k 43 #r V4-2 F113%: 4% hTERT Hii &
BB B Y VA-2-Dz P I B — sy 7, Sk
B R 37°C, Na ¥ 150 mmol/L, Mg ¥
1 mmol/L., [&l la /R V4-2 T2 B (1) 45 ¥ hy 25 - 30 4%
¥, [ 1b R V4-2-Dz 25+, For 1~80 bp A V4-2
51, 81~113 i Dz/¥5, V4-2 7545 5 1a
—35, RUEEI ARG A 0 VA2 45
V42 fIV42-Dz B 5 T A HBEAG 0 3k
-3.75 kJ/mol. -4.51 kJ/mol, 15 B L 45 ¥y 445 Ky
.
2.2 DzFAV4-2-Dz3t R ¥IRNAREIMIIENE 1%

& 54 B hTERT RNA F B, B &k h
25 nmol/L () Dz 1 V4-2-Dz 5 24k J& 2.5 pmol/L
() hTERT RNA i & A [FEIEF ], Kl V4-2-Dz [1H)IE
YIOIENE T . BEE ROV I R3S, Dz F1V4-2-Dz
XY )& S 28 s, 5 DzAH, V4-2-Dz
() U0 B8R A B RS, (B H AT B 1 V) H0E
P (E2).
23 Va-2-Dz5HEAEmES

H T VASNTE s A s ik, 76 1F 5 -4t
o Fe k. R, VASN BIE Bl ik v4-2 figfig 5
JH- 5 240 M A A2 e e 45 o # Dz, V4-2, V4-2-Dz
J¥ 5 5 S bR id FAM 280, 5 98 40 i HepG2 .
IEH AN Lo2 A faiy &, i i =X A AR ROt
B FEAG I 3% 1% Dz J5 V4-2-Dz J2& 75 5 18 20 i b5

SIS G
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Fig.1 Mfold predicts the secondary structure of V4-2 and V4-2-Dz
(a) V4-2; (b) V4-2-Dz.
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Fig. 2 hTERT RNA was cleaved by Dz and V4-2-Dz in vitro
(a) Dz and V4-2-Dz; (b) kinetic profiles of Dz and V4-2-Dz.

TSR ZE R ANE 3 FTn, HepG2 Al BHBRFYINGE R IE(E R L EmEE (K3b), i
FAM #7 i B9 V42, V4-2-Dz I & J5 5 % BB 4 W V4-2 RES 454 HepG2, Jf H V4-2-Dz 5 V4-2 I,
(control, Con) AHIL, FOUIRELIIEEI LKA, K, GG IR ENRA,
HRESDz2WE R A KA WS (K3a), L0255 =4
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(@) (b)
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Fig. 3 Binding activity of V4—2—Dz to hepatocellular carcinoma cells detected by flow cytometry
(a) HepG2 cells; (b) LO2 cells.

FOCIRERMEE R INE 4777, HepG24iie %454 HepG2 41d, I H V4-2-Dz 5 V4-2 [L 5, 4%
5 FAMPRICH V4-2, V4-2-DzWFH G5 Con, Dz AREHARKA B,
AR, R B A POER A, Uil V4-2 BEfE

FAM DIC Merge

Con

20 pm

20 um

V4-2

V4-2-Dz

Fig. 4 Binding activity of V4—-2-Dz to hepatocellular carcinoma cells detected by laser confocal
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2.4  V4-2-Dz [% K 5 R B & £ T E mRNA & 1%
K

FEAR A BRS04 F . 1] HepG2 21 i 3% 5%
W I AR [F) M BE i V4-2-Dz T F . K6 I X
hTERT mRNA SRk 520 . fifidF V4-2-Dz iR B3
B, HepG2 i g 1 hTERT mRNA ()2 35 1 7 P AR

(@

1.5F

1.0+

0.5

The relative expression of hTERT mRNA
*

Con 4 2
V4-2-Dz

(b

5 pmol/L

(Fl52), TE53AIMAAFMEEE R Dz, V4-2-Dz LUK
V4-2 ) HepG2 4l ffi v, 5 Con #H L, JI A Dz Al
V4-2-Dz %} hTERT mRNA 7K F-#B HA FERSOR, (H
V4-2-Dz R E R B 3, 2R A2 E X
(P<0.05) (F#5b), UhHI%EHE v4-2 J5 a] LI 58 Dz
B TAERE

0.5

The relative expression of hTERT mRNA

Con Dz V4-2-Dz  V4-2

Fig.5 The level of h\TERT mRNA expression in HepG2 cells after incubation with V4-2-Dz
(a) V4-2-Dz; (b) Dz, V4-2-Dz and V4-2. *P<<0.05.

2.5 V4-2-DzH]HlHepG24H faiE3E

¥ Dz, V4-2. V4-2-Dz 43 5/l A HepG2 41 Jify
REFEwerh, KX HepG2 40 M 34 58 () 520 . 5
Con AL, V4-2-Dz Hfill 241 3% 5 1) i 0 A dob 25 1
25 (P<0.01) (K6),

22
2.0r
1.81
161

1.4r

A450

1.2
1.0r
0.8F
0.6r

0.4 1 1 3I6 1 1

t/h

Fig. 6 Detection of HepG2 cell proliferation after
incubation with Dz, V4-2 and V4-2-Dz

**P<0.01 vs control group.

it

3 iF
AHIF 5T K VASN 1 [ A9 A% R 38 B 1A V4-2 54
1] h\TERT mRNA 1 Iii 4 #% il Dz i% 4%, i 1 Mfold
T Y R ZER R, 1E VA-2-Dz BB 5T Va-2
2P 7= BB s, Xt Dz 224558 T Bk
FETERIIE BAMBCXT I &L, (EAT3SR LAk ST B AR AE o
R RPN — e ANERPE, s
W25 5 (8] BEIE R V4-2-Dz 4T3 9% ELA 38 Bc (AR i 2 A%
M DI REZS A . 38 K V4-2-Dz RSN RS
KB, V4A-2-Dz A EA Eesm Y1 EN G 1EH 5 Dz M
LG PEA TR, FTREH T4 G i I s
B BHE B o XAl AR NSO SR AR S0 6 45
¥ 578 V4-2-Dz 5 s 4l HepG2 45 G B4R R
KA, FK Dz RIS V4-2 XA SE A
FIRE S, Uil V42 HERGEMIREsE . K,
VALY A, nT 4§ 1A] B % hTERT mRNA JE41)
il 40 B A

1T % 358 326 Mot AE0R% il 1 1k S 220 S W ol
— TR T AR R B U B A, L
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AR G AR e RBEGOR 55 1, I —
FRUERFHES 74501, BlnHEFREY . I8k
AR o2t BB R A ) I SR Tl 3 o 7 P AR A
g6, it R e A, H Rk S A7
TERCKERIG, Lhans bbbl s fc B8, JFHAE
RV B AR 38 FCAR T DAAE A R
TR B A A () ZEAL T R AE A b R FEAE
R AEAL I SIS ORI S SR T R PR SRR,
Rz o 6B 53§ (epithelial cell adhesion molecule,
EpCAM) Je—FP I RIS, 12 R0 b EORTR
s dr b s Ras Y, Rt EpCAM IS A 5
H[0] Polo A£ 181 1 (polo-like kinase 1, PLK1) Ky
sIRNA H:fr 4, HsePREIE AR IK EpCAM 1Y FL
PRIERANNEL, FF(H PLK 1 FRIEFRAL 20 SZ AR 2R
fiff (AXL areceptor tyrosine kinase, AXL) [A#£7E
Z R AT AEM P R 2Rk, B AXL RS B GL21.T
53R miR-148b 4%, FF /N B AXL [
PERbEE A=A Y IEFCARAE AR ) 4y FAE W) 5+
kTP RS H 2552 2 E AL

A SR IS (6T I AEA% e 1 A R i
T —F A 4T 7% . VASN K [ AYAE BL ik v4-2 fiE
VR Ry —Fhidh ik o 5 A A B TRV E I SR
f2 (DNazyme, siRNA, ASO. miRNA %) i%E§%,
B0 ] JH e A B A 454 o 81 hTERT A9 3t 48042 il
Dz [R) A e 6% 0 Ath i 240 AR5 S B 2 1 ) A Rk i
Sz, W AR AR A AR VR, IR
FIIG ARG HRAL T IEAh . S34h, Ih OIS A% il
)2 7 1) 1T R s M) I8 S A% il 1) 0 P 0, SR k]
o 00 7 J50 AR T ) 38 5" i 2 O A S 2 A TR
PRS2, WATTEIE FeAR S I A% R Y
RUOMARELFH), BIEATASRRIREE, i fRas fio ik
5 AL B D REGS FI AN 2 5200 o T3 e AR
FAZ BRI T AR 23 1)

4 & &

VASN 5 A RZ IR 1 G 4% 15 S per 00 e 3 ol
PP 14 1 A8 R R R ) V4-2-Dz BAT 1) T 240
i3tk A SE R B VIR 1, 5 20 1 A
2 R T8 B 14 TE 1A V4-2 5 5 SRR T ) A R ] A
SRy — T R A W ) R T R 25 M

z % x W
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Graphical abstract

Abstract Objective To investigate the target RNA cleavage activity of V4-2-Dz, a conjugate formed by
coupling the aptamer V4-2 of the hepatocellular carcinoma cell-specific membrane protein VASN (vasorin) with
the DNAzyme (Dz) targeting the telomerase reverse transcriptase (hTERT), in vitro and in hepatocellular
carcinoma cells, and to establish a new strategy for DNAzyme delivery. Methods The secondary structure of

V4-2-Dz was predicted by using the Mfold website and the cleavage activity of V4-2-Dz was examined by
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in vitro cleavage assay. And then, the ability of V4-2-Dz binding to hepatocellular carcinoma HepG2 cells was
examined by flow cytometry and laser confocal assay. The effects of V4-2-Dz on the hTERT mRNA expression
and cell proliferation of HepG2 cells were analyzed by using RT-qPCR and MTT assays. Results [n vitro
cleavage assays showed that V4-2-Dz has hTERT RNA cleavage activity. Flow cytometry and laser confocal
results showed that V4-2-Dz specifically binds to HepG2 cells and could reduce the hTERT mRNA levels and
inhibit cell proliferation significantly. Conclusion The conjugate of aptamer V4-2 with DNAzyme of telomerase
reverse transcriptase, V4-2-Dz, has targeted cellular delivery and cleavage activity. The conjugate based on the

aptamer and DNazyme provides a new idea for antitumor drug research.
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