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Table 1 Mechanisms of redundancy and antiredundancy at
the cellular level
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Fig.1 Increased plasticity resulting from cell fusion
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Functional Redundancy of Cells and Its Significance *

WU Ke-Fu™ , MA Xiao-Teng, SONG Yu-Hua
( National Laboratery of Experimental Hematology, Institute of Hematology.
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Tianjin 300020, China)

Introduction of new concept may promote science development. In recent years, the concept of

redundancy has gradually infiltrated into life science. Functional redundancy of cytokines and transcriptional factors

has attracted much attention. However, cellular redundancy remains ill-characterized yet. Recent development in

study of adult stem cell plasticity and professional and amateur phagocytes arouse exploration of cellular

redundancy. Relevant information concerning cellular redundancy and antiredundanecy are summarized, the funetion

and significance of cellular redundancy are discussed from the angle of biomedicine, and active investigation in

cellular redundancy is suggested.
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