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Abstract Several superoxide dismutases
(SODs), such as porcine and bovine erythrocyte

Cu/ZrSODs and N.
found to exhibit the activity to cleave supercoiled
DNA in vitro.

into nicked and further into linear form. They

tabacum Mn-SOD, were
They converted supercoiled DN A

did not act on linear doublestranded DNA.
Activity assays after they were inactivated by
H,0, or guanidine and hydrolyzed by proteases
suggested that these two activities of dismuting
05> and cleaving supercoiled DNA involved in
different sites in SODs.
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Partial Amino Acid Sequence of N-terminal of

Thrombin-like Enzyme From Agkistrodon
acutus. DU Xiaoyan, ZHU Hong, JIANG
Kexian, YU Henian, ZHOU Yuancong

(Shanghai Insitute of Biochemistry, Academia
Sinica, Shanghai 200031, China).

Abstract A thrombin-like enzyme was purified
from the venom of the snake Agkistrodon
acutus . It was shown to be a single band both in
SDS-PAGE and IEF. Its molecular weight is
about 38 ku and isoelectric point is near 4.0.
Also, its 15 amino acid sequence of N-terminal
was obtained. It is VIGGVECDINEHRFL. It
has high homology with thrombin-like enzymes
from other snake venoms.
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