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Nitric Oxide in the Nervous System. GAO Bo, YIN

GurShan ( Department o Biochemistry, H ebei
Medical University,  Shijiazhuang 050017,
China) .

Abstract Nitric oxide ( NO) is a ubiquitous and

unique biological messenger molecule and effector.
Discoveries have been made regarding the physiologic
and pathologic roles of NO in the nervous system.
Effects of NO have been identified on neurotrans
mitter release, neural morphogenesis, regulation of
NO may

play a role in long-term potentiation of synaptic trans-

gene expression and cerebral blood flow.

mission in the hippocampus and long-term depression
of synaptic transmission in the cerebellum as a retro-
grade messenger. Excessive production of No is neu-
rotoxic and is implicated in a variety of neurological
disorders.
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