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Fig.1 Foxp3 expression and Treg development
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Foxp3: a Critical Franscription Factor for
The Development of Regulatory T Cells

RAO En-Yu, ZHAO Yong”

(Transplantation Biology Research Division, State Key Laboratory of Biomembrane and Membrane
Biotechnology, Institute of Zoology, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080, China)

Abstract Regulatory T cells, which play an important role in the maintenance of the immune tolerance and
immune homeostasis, have become a hot research field in immunology in recent years. Researching on the
regulatory T cell is not only very important to realize the complex immune system, but also has the great potential
application to the therapy of autoimmune diseases, cancer, HIV infection and transplantation. The recent
experimental results have demonstrated that a transcription factor Foxp3 plays a critical role in the development of
regulatory T cell and is a critical regulator for the development of regulatory T cells.
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