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Biological Characteristics of Acid Sensing Ion
Channels (ASICs) and Their Modulations®

WENG Xie-Chuan™, ZHENG Jian-Quan, PENG Shuang-Qing, LI Jin
(Institute of Pharmacology & Toxicology, Academy of Military Medical Sciences, Beijing 100850, China)

Abstract: ASICs are H'-gated novel cation ion channels, which belong to the epithelial sodium channels
(NaC/DEG) superfamily. As recent studies focus, ASICs are expected to be pharmacological targets on protecting
the neuron from ischemia and damage, improving the ability of memory and study, curing epilepsy and analgesia.
It is not until the most recentness that the subunits of ASICs have been cloned. Now, researchers have paid more

attention to the distribution, expression, function and modulation of ASICs in the organism.
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